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Other Appointments 

• Consultant infant mental health clinician, Centre for Women's Mental 
Health, Royal Women's Hospital, Melbourne 

 
Research Areas 

• Infant mental health 
 
Current Research Projects 

• Clinical infant mental health 
 
Teaching Areas 

• Infant mental health 
• Child psychotherapy  
• Psychoanalytic theory  

 
Brief Profile 
Frances Thomson-Salo trained as a psychoanalyst in the United Kingdom before moving to 
Australia. She has worked in the infant mental health program, Royal Children's Hospital, 
since 1992 and is an affiliate researcher for the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute. She 
has been on the teaching faculty for the University of Melbourne Graduate Diploma/Masters 
in Infant and Parent Mental Health since 1996. She has published a number of papers 
particularly in the field of child psychotherapy and infant mental health. She was chair of the 



Ethics Committee, Victorian Child Psychotherapists Association 1991-2001, is on the 
International Advisory Board of the Anna Freud Centre, the London Editorial Board of 
International Journal of Psychoanalysis and is the Psychoanalyst in residence for the 
Cunningham Dax art collection. 

 
Publications 
 
Books  
1.  F. Thomson-Salo, J. Re & R. Wraith (eds). (2002). Fractured attachment. Melbourne: 
Child Psychotherapy Dept, Royal Children’s Hospital, and authored chapter on ‘The cascade 
effect of fractured attachment’.  
 
2. G. Halasz, G. Anaf, P. Ellingsen, A. Manne & F. Thomson-Salo (eds). (2002) Cries 
Unheard. Common Ground. Including ‘The trauma of depression in infants: a link with 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder?’   

 
3. F. Thomson Salo (ed) (2003). Mothers and infants: New perspectives. Papers from the 
discussion group, Changing conceptualisations of infancy & parenting. International 
Psychoanalytical Association Committee of Women and Psychoanalysis. Melbourne: 
Stonnington Press. 
 
4. Thomson Salo, F ( 2005).  You and your baby. London: Karnac. 
 
5. F. Thomson Salo & C. Paul (eds.)  (2007) ‘The Baby as subject’, 2nd ed Melbourne: 
Stonnington Press. 
 
Chapters  
 
1. F. Thomson Salo (2004). Who am I? ‘Madness’ My favourite pop group split up a long 
time ago. In, V Cowling (ed) Children of parents with a mental illness, Chapter 9, 101-115. 
 

2. Paul C. & Thomson Salo, F. (2007). Babies in groups: the creative roles of the babies, the 
mothers and the therapists. In: M. E. Pozzi-Monzo & B Tydeman & (Eds.) Innovation in 
parent-infant psychotherapy: International Contributions. London: Karnac. 
 
Papers  
1. F. Thomson-Salo, C. Paul, A. Morgan, S. Jones, B. Jordan, M. Meehan, S. Morse and A. 
Walker. (1999)  'Free to be Playful': therapeutic work with infants. Infant Observation, Vol 3: 
47-62. 
 
2. F. Thomson-Salo. (2001). The interface with infant research: the continuing gains for 
psychoanalysis. Psychoanalysis Downunder The online journal of the Australian 
Psychoanalytical Society. 
 
3. F. Thomson-Salo & C. Paul . (2001). Some principles of Infant-parent psychotherapy: Ann 
Morgan’s contribution. Australian Journal of Psychotherapy, 20, No 1 & 2. 
 
4. Thomson Salo, F. (2007) Recognising the infant as subject in infant-parent psychotherapy. 
International Journ Psychoanalysis, 88: 961 – 979. 
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5. Thomson Salo, F. (2007). Guest Editor, Special edition: Infant Observation in Australia. 
Infant Observation Journal, Vol 2. 
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