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Dr Ramon Mocellin has appointments as a consultant neuropsychiatrist at the

Royal Melbourne Hospital, and consultant psychogeriatrician with the Aged
Persons Mental Health Service in Bendigo. At the Neuropsychiatry Unit he is
involved in clinical neuropsychiatry, translational research and education. He is
also part of an initiative within the Neuropsychiatry Unit to develop a dedicated
service for younger people with dementia. He has published in areas of
investigation-negative encephalopathies, hallucinatory phenomena, and auto-
immune CNS states.

Younger Onset Dementia ; Who Cares ?

It has now been recognised that one of the consequences of an ageing
population is an increased prevalence of dementia. This has shifted
dementia into the spotlight of the public domain, led to the development
of a number of specific services and a burgeoning research
environment. However these services have been developed almost

entirely within an Aged Care framework and often fail to meet the

needs of people diagnosed with dementia prior to the age of 65. NorthWestern hMental Health

Younger people with dementia often fall through the gaps of available
assessment and support services. This presentation will highlight the
diagnostic challenges, specific and often unmet needs and lack of
appropriate services in this complex patient group.
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